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The California Biodiversity Council (CBC) met in Fairfield, CA on March 10-11, 
2010 for a two-part session focusing on Integrated Water Management in 
California. With the upcoming release of the California Water Plan: Update 2009, 
the Department of Water Resources (DWR) paired with CBC to seek and 
develop a deeper understanding of water issues in the Bay Delta, Integrated 
Regional Water Management Plans (IRWMP) throughout the state, and ways 
that different state agencies, as well as federal and local government could utilize 
each other’s resources and knowledge. 
 
The first day of the meeting was a field tour through the Suisun Marsh and Bay 
Delta.  The day began at Rush Ranch for and overview of the local culture and 
landowner perspectives within the Marsh. Paul Massera, DWR, gave a 
presentation highlighting the Suisun Marsh Plan before the group took a walk to 
the overlook for presentations by Chris Enright, DWR, regarding refuges and tidal 
restoration, and George Oberstadt and Robert Eddings of California Water Fowl 
Association who discussed programs to increase youth in nature.  
 
Afterward, the group headed to Windy Cove State Park/Brannen Island State 
Park for a lively presentation by Michael Miller, DWR including overview of how 
water is distributed in California. Upon arriving at Windy Cove the group was 
greeted by Mark Phillips, Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and Mario 
Manzo, US Bureau of Reclamation who discussed Decker Island restoration and 
the Franks Tract Project for water quality improvement.  
  
On the bus tour, the group was met by scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) who provided and overview of their work with subsidence and carbon 
sequestration and near Twitchell Island. During the last stop, Linda Fiack, Delta 
Protection Commission, discussed the Delta Cross Channel as well as future 
plans for the Delta and water conveyance. 
 
The second day consisted of a Council Meeting where the objective was to 
explore different IRWMPs around the state. Kamyar Guivetchi, DWR, introduced 
the Highlights document from the California State Water Plan; Luana Kiger, 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, presented on the Federal Water 
Action Plan which was signed in 2009 to address the state’s current water supply 
and ecological crisis; and Paula Landis, DWR, discussed current IRWM efforts 
throughout the state with an overview of the current grant program which is 
designed to eventually reduce the dependence on imported water.  
Plumas County Supervisor, Robert Meacher provided the group with an IRWM 
case study of the Upper Feather River. The Upper Feather River IRWMP also 



included seven goals including: water quantity strategy, water quality strategy, 
flood control strategy, temperature/sediment strategy, groundwater strategy, land 
management strategy and habitat strategy. 
 
Lisa Beutler, CSUS; Center for Collaborative Policy, moderated a discussion with 
four panelists from different water regions. Katie Burdick, Consumnes, American, 
Bear and Yuba (CABY), Paul Helliker, Bay Area IRWMP, Karen Gaffney, North 
Coast IRWMP, and Celeste Cantu, Santa Ana River Watershed Project 
Authority, all shared experiences in working with neighboring regions to share 
resources and knowledge.  They shared their experiences in planning and 
leadership, sharing their models with the group.  
 
Other presentations for the day included Chris Yates, NOAA NMFS who shared 
plans for integrated water management and fisheries and a closing request to the 
CBC by Kamyar Guivechi regarding how they could get involved. He asked the 
Council Members representing federal agencies if they would be willing to 
support further IRWM and state water issues. The day ended with group 
unanimously agreeing that they would be willing to offer their support in creating 
a process for which federal agencies could be involved in the 2013 update of the 
California Water Plan.  
 
 


