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MINUTES 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

June 16, 1994 
Morro Bay Recreation and Parks Department 

1001 Kennedy Way 
Morro Bay, California 

 
 
 
 
Executive Council Members Present 
 
Douglas P. Wheeler, Chairman, Resources Agency 
Richard Wilson, Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Al Wright, Bureau of Land Management 
Wayne White, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Harley Greiman, U.S. Forest Service 
Don Murphy, Department of Parks and Recreation 
Hershel Read, Soil Conservation Service 
Nita Vail, Department of Food and Agriculture 
Frank Michny, Bureau of Reclamation 
Tess Dennis, Department of Conservation 
Dale Hoffman-Flourke, Department of Water Resources 
Charles Pritchard, California Association of Resource  
 Conservation Districts  
Andre Lauchli, University of California 
Nick Kinney, San Joaquin Valley Regional Association of County 
 Supervisors 
Laurence Laurent, Southern California Regional Association of 
 County Supervisors 
Arthur Baggett, Regional Council of Rural County Supervisors 
Nancy Huffman, Northern California County Supervisors Association 
Michael McLaughlin, San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) 
Susan Cochrane, Department of Fish and Game 
 
Staff 
 
Bob Ewing, Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
 
Not Present 
 
Diana Jacobs, State Lands Commission 
John Smythe, USDA Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
 Service 
Tom Sykes, Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 
Jeff Smith, Central Coast Regional Association of County  
 Supervisors 
Stanley Albright, National Park Service 
Lenny Gallegos, Sacramento Mother Lode Regional Association of 

County Supervisors 
(vacant), North Coastal Counties Supervisors Association 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE MARCH 10, 1994 MEETING 
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No errors or omissions being noted, the minutes were 

approved as prepared. 
 
WELCOME TO MORRO BAY 
 

Secretary Wheeler opened the meeting by introducing Lawrence 
Laurent and congratulating him on his reelection to the County 
Board of Supervisors.  Mayor Bill Yates welcomed the meeting 
attendees to Morro Bay. 
 
PRESENTATION ON GEORGE WORK'S RANCH AND CENTRAL COAST SUSTAINABLE 
LANDSCAPES PROJECT 
 

George Work, a landowner in the Hog Canyon area north of 
Paso Robles, presented information on the holistic resource 
management approach to sustainable agriculture.   
 

Beth Greenwood, Director of Common Ground Center for 
Cooperative Solutions from the University of California Davis, 
provided an overview of the Central Coast Sustainable Landscapes 
Project. She mentioned that the Central Coast Resource 
Conservation and Development program will be taking over the 
coordination activities of the Central Coast Sustainable Project. 
 
REPORT ON CENTRAL COAST RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL 
 

Hershel Read, the new State Conservationist, discussed the 
Resource Conservation and Development Council.  The RC&D Program 
is federally funded through a line-item appropriation through the 
Soil Conservation Service.  He pointed out that the program is 
excellent in developing and promoting local leadership.   
 

Bill Brooks, Central Coast RC&D Coordinator, presented 
additional information concerning the Central Coast Resource 
Conservation and Development Council as it relates to the five-
county Central Coast area.  In addition to reviewing the three-
year annual plan, he mentioned that the Council had recently made 
a determination to reach out to Native American Travel Councils 
and attempt to bring that entity into the Council infrastructure. 
  

The goals of the three-year annual plan were stated as: 
 
1. Promote and develop projects that relate to the sustained 

use of natural resources within the area. 
 
2. Promote the socioeconomic development of projects that are 

compatible with the sustained utilization of those natural 
resources. 

3. Promote participation in Coordinated Resource Management 
Planning, CRMP. 
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4. Promote oak regeneration in cooperation with the California 

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
 
5. Study the feasibility of growing cork oak on a commercial 

basis on the Central Coast. 
 
6. Promote the importance of grant writing through sponsoring 

grant writing workshops. 
 
DISCUSSION OF SALINAS RIVER COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING (CRMP) PROJECT 
 

Charles Pritchard, President, Upper Salinas/Las Tablas RCD, 
related the mission and goals of the Upper Salinas River Corridor 
CRMP project as follows: 
 
1. Ensure the health and integrity of the Upper Salinas River 

as a vital lifeline in our economic livelihood and natural 
environment in our communities. 

 
2. Promote the importance of agriculture to our heritage and 

economy in the Salinas River Valley. 
 
3. Provide for production and conservation of the middle 

resources of the Salinas River while minimizing 
environmental impacts. 

 
4. Promote the conservation, character, and scenic qualities of 

the river landscape which contributes to visitor 
attractions, tourism, and the quality of life for residents. 

 
5. Ensure the viable water resources of the Salinas River and 

Paso Robles groundwater basin are not threatened and 
depleted. 

 
6. Promote the protection of wildlife, aquatic, and riparian 

resources within the Salinas River and its tributaries.   
 
7. Promote erosion control and restoration of river banks. 
 
8. Promote understanding and appreciation of the importance of 

the river landscape to people in the past, present, and our 
emerging future. 

 
9. Promote respect within the community for private ownership 

of the Salinas River Corridor. 
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10. Promote public recreation opportunities on lands owned by a 
public agency or on lands where a willing landowner grants 
an easement or enters into a lease agreement. 

 
11. Promote coordination of local, state, and federal agencies 

and assure pubic involvement in river planning, policies, 
and programs.  

 
Mr. Pritchard then introduced Gidi Pullen, one of the 

Directors with the Upper Salinas/Las Tablas RCD, who expressed 
that by working with average citizens sustainable landscapes are 
achievable on a watershed basis through the CRMP process.  She 
also informed the attendees of their ability to incorporate the 
nine-point source pollution program as one of their primary 
issues in their watershed plan. 
 
PRESENTATION ON COUNTY GRADING ORDINANCE PROGRAM 
 

Alex Hinds, San Luis Obispo Planning Director, made a 
presentation on the goals of their current grading ordinance, 
which is currently under revision.  He emphasized that a grading 
ordinance alone is not going to address biodiversity issues.   
 

Laurence Laurent, San Luis Obispo County Supervisor, 
announced a new program for the Upper Salinas/Las Tablas Resource 
Conservation and Development District where for a fee engineers 
would evaluate a site prior to the performance of any work and 
provide a list of recommendations.   
 
DEMONSTRATION OF SANTA YNEZ CONFLICT RESOLUTION PROCESS 
 

Larry Fausett, Operations and Maintenance Manager for the 
Flood Control District in Santa Barbara County, described several 
problems that certain entities in the state are facing regarding 
conflict in environmental and economic impact areas and 
specifically with regard to the Santa Inez River area.  He 
expressed the belief that flood control and habitat protection 
can coexist. 
 
REPORT OF COUNCIL LIAISON TEAM COMMITTEE 
 

Bob Ewing reported on the status of the Council Liaison 
Team.  
 

The Committee believes that agency personnel in the field 
have had ample opportunity to work closely with the various 
watershed groups but have only done so in a limited and sporadic 
fashion.  It was suggested to have the current Committee function 
as a "liaison team" working out of Sacramento in an effort to 
offer a more energized and consistent response to local group  
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needs.  The existing interim committee can form the basis for 
this team.  
 

The Committee also determined that there is a need to 
receive preliminary information from individual watershed groups 
before the Council can commit to providing assistance. A 
"watershed group directory" and a standard information request 
form were recommended. The request form would be provided and the 
directory would become a component of the CERES network. 
 

It was suggested that "regional managers' committees" be 
formed within each bioregion to coordinate the relationship 
between the signatory agencies and the local groups.  The Klamath 
Province should serve as the site for the development of the 
first committee.   
 

Also discussed was the need to locate a funding source to 
cover group representatives' travel to meetings.  The University 
of California Wildland Resource Center was suggested as a 
possibility for administering such an account. 

 
Other suggestions include expediting the extension of the 

CERES to Redding and other statewide sites to meet communication 
and analysis requirements, completing negotiations with the 
University of California Cooperative Extension to provide a 
comprehensive training program to meet local group needs within 
the Klamath Province, and expanding the content, frequency, and 
use of the Biodiversity Newsletter to improve communication among 
all parties. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
Ecosystem Management Article 
 

Included in this meeting's agenda packet is an article 
entitled "What is Ecosystem Management?" by R. Edward Grumbine 
from the Sierra Institute, U.C. Extension, Santa Cruz.  This 
article traces the historical development of ecosystem 
management, provides a working definition, and summarizes 
dominant themes taken from an extensive literature review.   
 
Membership Committee 
 

Secretary Wheeler announced that there are currently two or 
three new applications for membership to the Council.  He 
requested that the Membership Committee Chairman Ed Hastey review 
these applications and make a recommendation regarding them at 
the next meeting. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Dave Nelson, Northern Santa Lucia Watersheds Council, 
addressed the Committee, reviewing the basic purpose, current 
activities, and projects of their Council.  Special mention was 
made of the Wildlands Project, an ongoing project in their 
region. 
 
SCHEDULE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

It was suggested the next meeting be held in El Portal on 
September 22, 1994. 
 
FIELD TRIP 
 

Susan Cochrane, Department of Fish and Game, introduced 
Julia McKiever and Michael Fischer who presented an overview of 
the project known as the Los Osos Greenbelt and Habitat 
Conservation Planning Project.  The two sites selected for the 
field trip included property designated as kangaroo rat habitat 
owned by Mike Powell, and property where the Morro Bay Manzanita 
is growing.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 


